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The narrow limits of the present page will scarcely suffice for more than the barest outline of
a carccr which, if not eventful in itself, has nevertheless a great charm for all who take pleasure in the
records of the life of a man of genius.  Henry Purcell, named after his father, who was a member of
the Chapel Royal, and Lay Vicar of Westminster Abbey, was born under the shadow, as it were, of
the noble historical church where his father officiated datly, in the year 1658, Ile was admitted as a
chorister i the Chapel Royal at the carly age of six, soon after the death of lius father ; his uncle
Thomas, also a musician of eminence, taking upon himself the care of the delicate child.  The master
of the boys at that time was Captain Cooke, who was cqually expert asa soldier, as an actor, as a
composer, and as a singer. \When Cooke died, Pelham  THumphries succeeded him as master of the
children, and itis chiefly to his mnfluence and care that the discovery of the genius of him whom Dr.
Crotch afterwards described as “the greatest master this country ever produced, and the greatest com-
poser of the latter part of the seventeenth century”, is due. Humphiries himself did not live to see the
fruition of the bud heso carefully tended, dying as he did while yet young. To him succeeded Dr. Blow,
who conscientiously continued the work already so well begun.,  Dr. Blow appears to have had a high
opinion of his young pupil, for he resigned his post of Organist to Westminster Abbey in 1676 1n favour
of Purcell, at that time scarccly above twenty-two years of age, having previously exerted his influence
to get him appointed copyist to the church, an office his father had held before him. As soon as he
was fairly established as organist of Westminster, Purcell married and became the father of six children,
two of the number only surviving him. His wife seems to have been an affectionate, carcful, loving
woman, so that the story told, or rather repeated by Sir John Hawkins in his “History of Music,” of
her having given orders to the servants not to admit him to the house if he came home after midnight,
and upon one occasion, of his being kept on the step of his door all night where he caught a cold of
which he died, is nothing but a pure fabrication, for the cvidence adduced to support it cannot be
maintained. Purcell seems tohave regarded his partner with an implicit confidence, for he bequeathed
“to his loving wife Frances all his estate, real and personal, for her solc use and benefit.” He also
named her his executrix.

That he was of delicate constitution may be inferred from the fact that he died in 16935, in his
thirty-seventh year, his father having also died young. He had, however, done some work, having Deen
organist of Westminster ninetcen, and organist to the Chapel Royal thirteen years. The. weakness of
his bedily frame makes his mental activity and productiveness the more remarkable. #Rs an inventor
of harmonies he was far in advance of his time, and his melodies will find favour so long as men retain
the sense of appreciating all that is beautiful and lovely in music. - As a scientific musician, he was
great even among a school of men who were nothing if not scientific. His earliest known composition
—a simple little song, “Sweet Tyranness”—was published when hie was only nine years old.  His first
opera, “Dido and Afncas,”” was written as soon as he attaied his majority. The dramatic music 1n his
other operas will stand favourable comparison with many a modern work. He wrote a number of Sona-
tas for instruaments, some of which have been published, many more remaining in manuscript. The
Purcell Society some thirty years ago published over 120 of his sacred compositions.  He produced 47
dramatic works, 28 odes, and more than 200 smaller pieces both vocal and instrumental. He was also
famous 1in his day as a singer as well as a performer.  He founded a school of musical thought which
1s not even now antiquated or valueless, for his name is still held in honour ; hemade himself endeared
to all who knew hium Dy his gentle manners, so that his premature death was a source of genuine grief,
Of him 1t may be said, as of Wilkie the painter, his life was “too short tor {ricndship, not for fame.”
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Augener’s Edition

Classical Sonatas

for the

PIANO
B
Edited by G. BUONAMICI

BEETHOVEN .......32 Sonatas.......each 1/~ net

Edited by FRANKLIN TAYLOR

CLEMENTI ... ... 20 Sonatas...... each 1/- net
HAYDN . 23 Sonatas..... each 1/- net
MOZART ... 20 Sonatas. ... each 1/- net

SCHUBERT .10 Sonatas.......each 1/- net

BRAHMS. o 3 Sonatas....... each 1/6 net
Edited by KARL KLINDWORTH
CHOPIN .o 3 Sonatas .........2/6 net

Edited by O. THUMER
MENDELSSOHN. Sonata in E. Op.6....1/- net

SCHUMANN.. ... 3 Sonatas, each 1/- or 1/8 net

VIOLIN & PIANO

Edited by FRITZ KREISLER

BEETHOVEN. .. .. 10 Sonatas.. ... each 1/6 net

(Nos. 7 & 9), each 2/- net
&

AUGENER LTD.
63 CONDUIT STREET (Regent Street Corner), W.; 16 NEWGATE STREET, E.C.;
57 HIGH STREET, MARYLEBONE & 18 GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET, W.
LONDON




