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BETHLEHEM

PART I THE SHEPHERDS' GIFTS

A beautiful starlit night on the plains of Bethlehem. A little shepherd boy is tending his sheep.
On the far side of the plain other shepherds can be indistinctly seen, surrounded by their flocks.
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HYMN.

To be sung by the Congregation and Choir.

H. J. Gavyrrerr, Mus. Doa
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¢ He i3 our Peace.”

wmf  Gop from on kigh hath heard;
Let sighs and sorrows cease;
Lo! from the opening Heav'n descends
To man the promised Peace.

Hark! through the silent night
Angelic voices swell ;

Their joyful songs proclaim that ¢ God
Is born on earth to dwell.”

See how the shepherd-band
Speed on with eager feet ;

Come to the hallow’d cave with them
The Holy Babe to greet.

But, oh, what sight appears
Within that lowly door!

p A manger, stall, and swaddling clothes,
A Child, and Mother poor |

A H. Maunder—Bethlehem. Novello.

Art Thou the Christ ? the Son?
The Father’s Image bright ?

And see we Him Whose Arm upholds
Earth and the starry height ?

cr. Yea, faith can pierce the cloud
Which veils Thy glory now;
f We hail Thee God, before Whose Throne
dim. The Angels prostrate bow.
mf A silent Teacher, Lord,
Thou bidd’st us not refuse
To bear what flesh would have us shun,
To shun what flesh would choose.

Our sinful pride to cure
With that pure love of Thine,
¢r. O be Thou born within our hearts,

Most Holy Child Divine.
From the Latin.

Amen.
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HYMN.

To be sung by the Congregaiion and Choir.
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“ When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”

J As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hail'd its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright ;
8o, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.

mf As with joyful steps they sped,
Saviour, to Thy lowly bed,

As they offer’d gifts most rare

At Thy cradle rude and bare ;

So may we with holy joy,

Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee our Heav’'nly King.

p Holy Jesus, every day

Keep us in the narrow way;

There to bend the knee before

Thee Whom Heav'n and earth adore ;
So may we with willing feet

Ever seek Thy mercy-seat.

¢r. And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransom’d souls at last

mf Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

f In the Heav'nly country bright
Need they no created light ;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down ;

ff There for ever may we sing
Alieluias to our King. Amen

J. H.Maunder—Bethichem. Novella

Ww.

CuarrERTON DIx,



62

PART III.—OUR GIFT.

Before the Inn at Bethlehem.

J.H. Maunder—Bethlehem. Novello.
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HYMN.
To be sung by the Congregation and Choir.

“ Let us now go even unto Bethlehem.”
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1. 0 come, all ye faith ful, Joy - ful and tri - umph - ant,
2, God of . . God, . Light . . of . Light, .
3. Sing, choirs of An - gelg Sing in ex -ult - a - tion,
4. Yea, Lord, we greeb Thee, Born this hap- py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come.. ye to Beth - - le - hem;
p Lol He ab - hors.. mot the Vir - - gin’s womb;
Sing, all ye cit - i -zens of Heav'n . a - bove
Je - sy to Thee .. be glo - -« 1y given;
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Come and be - hold. Him Born, the King of An - gels;
f Ve - 1y . God,. . Be - got- ten, nobt cre a - ted,
“Glo - 1y to God c In the . . high -  est;”
Word of tjj, Fa thj, Now in flesh ap - pear -  ing;
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come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord. A - men.
.J. _‘[_ From the Latin.
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