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CHARACTERS

THE O'GNEEVE, Chief of Glenmore . . . .. .. .. .. Baritone.
DIARMUID, Chief of Iveragh. . . ... ... .. .. ... Tenor.
HUGH DALL, a blind Harper. . . . . ... ... .... Baritone.
CROGHAN, an attendant to Dlarmuld .......... Tenor.
'DONN OF THE SAND HILLS, Fairy King . . . .. .. Bass.
MAIRE, Foster-sister to Muirgheis . . . . . .o . Contralto.
MUIRGHEIS, daughter of the O’Gneeve and Brlde of
Diarmuid . .. ... .. ... . ... ....... Soprano.

Chorus of Peasants, Wedding Guests, and Sea-fairies.

SCENE OF ACTION.

Act. I. A sea-shore representing Muireagh's strand Waterville on
- the Coast of Kerry.

Act. II. O’'Gneeve’s Hall.

Act. IIL ~ Scene L
A well at the edge of a wood in Background.

Scene 1II.
O’Gneeve’s Hall.



ARGUMENT.

The scene of the opera is laid in Waterville on the Coast of Kerry, Ireland
at the dawn of Christianity. Muirgheis and her foster-sister Maire are
both in love with Diarmuid, a neighbouring chieftain. Diarmuid returns the
love of Muirgheis, and Maire filled with jealous hate, calls upon Donn of
the Sand Hills a fairy King of the seacoast, to carry off Muirgheis to Tir-
na-n'og (Fairyland). Donn consents, but warns Maire that if she asks
another request of him it will involve her own death. He gives Maire
an enchanted branch of quicken and tells her that if Muirgheis touches
it even with finger tips she comes immediately under his power. Maire
weaves this branch into a wedding wreath which she places on Muirgheis’
head at the Marriage feast, whereupon Muirgheis is carried off by Donn.
Diarmuid is in a passion of despair, but refuses to be comforted by Maire,
who seeing her efforts fruitless, is stricken with remorse.

She again calls upon Donn, knowing the penalty she incurs, and
requests him to restore Muirgheis. Donn consents, but enraged at the
action of Maire, he dooms her to be changed after death, into a sea-
wave. Muirgheis is restored, but her mind is blank, for it is a tradition
in Kerry that if people return from Fairyland they are soulless and without
memory until they shed tears. Diarmuid approaches, but she does not
greet him. All her friends try in vain to awaken her recollection. At
length the name of Maire seems to penetrate the spell. The dead body
of her foster-sister is brought in and Muirgheis bursts into tears and her

soul returns.




NOTE.

he plot of this opera was planned by the Composer himself, the idea
Tbeing to weave the stofy of his first opera around the scenes of his
childhood, in and about his Native place, with all the local colour possible.
The plot was further developed by the late Nora Chesson, and Mr. George
Moore. The Composer is indebted to Mr. Alexander Moring for permission
to use the English words with the Irish translation, in concert programmes,
book of words, and public performances of the opera, as well as in the
vocal score. The opera was first produced at the Theatre Royal Dublin,
with great success, the composed conducting, on 7t Dec., 1903.




Muirgheis
The first Irish Opera in three Acts.

English words by Nora Chesson.
Irish translation by Thadgh O’Donoghue.

Music by O’Brien Butler.

*

Overture.
Allegro vivace.
Ot 3 I
P Ihail 1
i Pl s
] { Y

Breitkopf & Hirtel, London W.

dopyright 1910, by Breitkopf & Héirtel, NewYork.
L.20s6. Printed by Breitkopf& Hirtel, Leipzig.



lhhwm ﬂ
TN ~ xr.
o
wa r .mwlq
i 3|

T TR

¥
14

o

|

ote 2 L2

I

Allegro vivace.
/\

A N |W.{
]
e
?- ﬁ Wi
”1‘ Inuv
Ll o
o N
b
o .
o ==
(
) o
it L
o1
L L Sy
?. .
o YRS
{ ﬂ nN
PN L
thWU R A

A '
Ccresce.
. e
. Famss. 2
. . &%,
1 1

=

=4

0] [} [}
1 ST
T

stringendo

8.

5-
e

L I A Y ]

17N
T
TN
.
. W
» [ .
Lv[{

5 A

Pasem— 8
a7
el §

T

1

G2

"
LN
18]

™
L.
[ hd

P 4 1N
'i /

el
I

1/ 1

F
]

L 1N
Y AR
| | ] T
h
Iy
.'- - L]
L o
1
[y
£S5 S
L YIE-NEN
L 18
oliarn
[ ¥ q/
ISR |
L Y8
e
L Y
i T
(Y
LA o T
L YRR B
NS T
[ Y b
| 8/
el 3
il s T
| Al
AH .U
& LR WS
o™
0 _1w
TIe| M
STe/ el

ref.

)

cresc.

S
BAEE T

L.206.



» iz - Py .'-j I‘b f ol > t o= g1 l f |
1 T — R i R e B : —
(3] T 2 I ‘D o UL-\__/ﬁ . v 3
Fal b —— prme——— | — e
1 T ————— +—— : — P - 7 H—':———
¢ v R ' rI S R e e =

: : f I 1 - T - ] -

+ } { 1'1 I I I;—/'b\-’ll.\o_/ro [
gy 2 Eefe £ofefolefololofofs £otalof 0,0,8
Br——v 3 ’ - _ 2

. !

.
I |

ks

5]
L JEW
L]

-----------------------------------------------




© » I.Q.L [ Y8 1\1 s Iﬁhrx o
o ol >R SRS 2 arand
Aﬂﬂ T e 1T : | ]
i Il ] b B
ﬁou..rd — 47 e 1 ~d Qi |
“ .‘Fllx l]‘Il]l —iliv —h -+ v . d&lll
LY . . i L 1 (o s
« N‘ sy @t —$ 11 mﬁfﬁ_v Bshe <mu -
1o LN L 18 =
. j 8 It; .Ap..u —$ | B m N
TN -— ~g R
. ™ wwr \ e, i
1 I T
(5 Sl T s
i Rudsies o | e ‘s K WL
Y oL N
0. v Il‘*- M i A“llll. '&#_ T M iR
=Y L g n s
2l 7 — Y T TR < | ﬂv m v ax m
& M) s o i SN 2
— LS R e L Y] o I 8 L 18
<& F R i O ot R e (S
!mm ™~¢ el Juur e M e & | ] .m _M %
== l"vv s . L] l.’i..ll Bt Haig W lil “: ] v
N | 1 P2 i H ||OM Q &
Blsl (I G O
H T B Tt N o . - m m o
% p %) [ R T
.PV’ - \ i el
7] 1 < 'ﬂ&._. AHI ]
% . w . S T
&l -|_| N A d'_ | x
vy M»l oMJ By W B A\1 I o |$m .lhv
-] 3 m - .mv - ] .E.._v_ by L N §
N q o2 T iRsa Rty .”_wb e THia
v N N , -,wr NEL S -

L.208.



-

I8

n
F laiw
T

=

* _»

v

—11"—.:"‘

L/‘

1

77

s L

4

ety

S

g

Iy 3¢

¥

144

VAR S A

g 4 P

ﬁlz.

&

|

L e

e

I~ Wal
[ 4.

|

124

13

-

v

2|2 ff##ﬁ
Vl )| T

r

V ]

p——

1

e
= ——]

It

~N

|

SZEEves

o e

22 o
s
L. 2086.

e?
l/l

1.4
1

z
| 2L L

=

.
V4

b
N o

b,

|

7

Ao Nlg
]
<+

I~
L
s

1
|

i
&
ol

2

» 22 £

=

b

ol

1

-2

:

Ty

Leo

&
>

o
R

&

SN—

1

1

efe, £

[N




.'»#

. 4 I %

L/

: Y K
4 il
i ™ . v “ f.uHVr ' T
Wil (= TR = '
s
| . . el || T
| Aou A v T  1ba
- 5% 4l L an)
] Y Th
. Q vl i1l
N ES | ujwrn 1l— A%/ i e A.
I * m.n- o 1ENd - ¥ NS
e DAL sV T

e

2
T
"L
I
S e
51
ml‘_'. 2
]
{
1
o
}
1
I
fo e\
S’
L. 206

[

|

s all!

-‘-3:

meno mosso

eJ

“ ¢ (
~ [v..!.r\ 1 | |
\. ) g ﬂv (GEDT G ’
i ¥ W L = R g
2 i i bl ¢ ¢ |
i hrl el @ #H - , A e 3\, )
o Sl J) iy Fa T
L] 1 | | (e m .*hﬂ | —.._ AR ﬁ ml
L f-.l . W g - -', |
' |7 s 3 v A mas
b o g ‘lll — ~‘ ] . H
T O, 4 3 it 11
=(au 1) o ( S| |sH
AR -Gy O LR
R I 13 - (Gl S A 1L l
.ﬂml - E_ Aa A 8 > f .l—
mh-: {1 | L1 f .muA P
pi . iz pis s
N ™ER e 9

6




