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Azerbaijan is an amazing country. Located on the Is of the norh b eastern and irde
routes, it was developed under the infl of many cul that contributed o form its gwn, unigue one. uKitabi Dede-
Gongudw, an epic folk poem, is an important part of the Azerbaijan's cultural heritage that served as fenile soil for the
development of the country's modern culture. Thus it's hardly surprising that the popular composer Polad Biilbiiloglu
chusc this pocm as a subject for his ballet - it came as naturally 1o him as using European folk storics, myths and legends
come y to European

True an s always identified with o national cullure — this statement is axiomatic. Once an artist finds a key 1o the
hearts of his compatriats, he is bound to become popular in a wider world community. The best illustration of the above is
probably the composer's father, the great Azerbaijan singer Biilbiil (in English the name means uNightingales), who
played an important role in the wolvmnl of his son's musical talent. Polod d the tradi gam signing in his
green years and later received a classical music ion in ltaly, This dual knowledge made it possible for him to create
his own, absolutely unique school of the modem Azerbaijan singing.

Popularity of the modemn Azerbaijan music owes much 1o the efforts of Biilbiil, Uzeyir Hajibeyov, Gara Garaev,
Fikrat Amirov, Afrasyiab Badalbeyli, Tol'k Kuliev and their peers. Polad Biilbiiloglu has proved to be a worthy successor
of his father's vast ical heri i first of all, Azerbaijon folk songs. While a schoolbay, Polad used to
accompany Biil-Bil during his folher's numerous concers and several years ago he included some of his father's favorite
sangs into his own concen which took place in Baku. Folk motives and the national Mavor are quile prominent in Polod's
most popular songs and other musical pieces.

IF his father's influence is by far the most impartant factor that shaped Polad's future musical style, one shouldn't

h the imp ¢ of the second-largest figure in Polad’s life = his teacher, composer Gora Garaev, Polad
became a student in his master class upon enlering the Conservatory of Baku. A student of Shostakovich, Garn Gamev was
the author of several ballets, operas, and symphonies that were known and loved throughout the world. More than that, he
was also a talented 1eacher.

wl am not inclined 1o line my students’ antistic work into a bland imitation of vaditional folk songs., though this
path may also seem allmclive o somes, he wrote. «By forcibly conserving folk music we can tum it into something siff
and dead and thus stand in the way of its evolution, Here, us in any other field of art one can not advance without puiting
his own creative impulses fo lest. A young composer’s “must do”™ is 1o combine a serious study of the national culture with
a subsequent selection of its most precious gems to be pul aside ond used in his fulure worksn,

While a student of the Conservatory Polad composed quite o few musical pieces for the piano. quartet and orchestr
But it was his songs that brought his the national fame. At first Gara Gamev did nol encourage his student's passion for
popular muslc but when the whole cuumry staned singing Polod's songs, his teacher gave up.

A fircction that Polad [ d since his student years was composing sound tracks 1o movics and plays. It
ofien happened that the music he created overgrew its original role of a simple background accompaniment and became an
active part of the aclion, sometimes its best part.

Several years ago the 1300 anniversary of wDede-Gorgudw was widely celebrated in Azerbaijan and Polad as Minister
of Culture took an active parl in organizing festive activities. He also participated in putting together a full-volume
encyclopedia dedicated to the national epos. Perhaps the idea of composing a ballet based on the eternal themes evoked by
the folk literature was bom al that time.

Love and Death are Man's everlasting companions. Man's life, a tiny spark squeezed in the etermity of the Universe -
is it not but a dance of these two majestic figures? This subject clearly fascinated Polad as he repeatedly tumed 1o it in his
work. Even in his sound tracks to films «Babek» and «Don't Lose Your Hean, | am With You!s he muses about them. Bul
in his songs Love and Death are always shown indirectly, through passions and woes of his charcters.

However, in the ballet Love and Death themselves become key characters. Death acquires a physical body, And the
tragic story of a boy who sacrifices his immonality for the sake of his beloved's life becomes a rapturous hymn to Love.
Physical death is immineni, bul Love is eternal. )

A good ballet, that is o unity of music, clmcugruphy. drama and an, always requines a th ¢h collat b
lilc ballet muslcr. the composer and the scenery designer. This choreographic saga was direcled by a prize-winning

i of European Ballet Academy \"ukil U Not unlike Biilbiil and Uzeyir Hojibeyov who
man:gcd I.o oq;umr.nlly merge the national and the classical 2 in their opera «Keroglus, Vakil Usmanov created
a Iuw:ly pattern urcltcrnaung cl.nssnul pas and folk dm:mg rhylhms. For the first time in the Azerbaijun ballet hisiory folk

2 group | pated in the ¢ alongside professional ballet dancers.

The artistic design of the scenery, created by Rafiz lsmailov, was also quite revolutionary for a classic ballel. Instead
of a tmditional set of d ions, huge el sereens were fixed on the stage giving the performance vet another,
melaphonical meaning. With the help of their moving images it becomes clear that events of the far past still remain urgent,
rasing the ul questions of Man's | ination, of his duty before his country, his family and himsell. For the
ballet's main hero 1s a Man, struggling nur.l striving, loving and suffering, dancing with his unfailing companions - Love
and Death.

Dmitry Grigoriev
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Piccolo

2 Flauti

2 Oboi

Corno inglese (F)

2 Clarinetti (B)
Clarinetto basso (B)
2 Fagotti
Contrafagotto

4 Corni (F)

4 Trombe (B)
3 Tromboni
Tuba

Timpani
Triangolo
Campanelli
Silofono
Vibrafono
Marimbafono
Tamburino
Tamburo
Tamburo di legno
Temple block
Maracas

ORCHESTRA

Cov bell
Bongi
Raganclla
Bar chime
Piatti

Piatto sospeso
3 Tom-toms
Frusta
Nagara
Zerb

Gran cassa
Gong
Campane
Tam-tam

Arpa
Piano
Keyboard

Violini [
Violini 11
Viole
Violoncelli
Contrabassi
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