
I like this little birchwood (X)
Though not a hill be holy (XLIX)
For I have dreamed a dream (LII)
Mists on the mountain (LIII)

from 
"Tumultuous Shore"

a sonnet-sequence
by Arthur Davison Ficke

music for contralto and piano
by David Geppert 

(1962)

FOUR SONNETS 

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



2

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



����= 132 – 144

Where

or al most

on the hill,

feath er y leaved

this lit tle birch wood

thin stems,

I like

�

�

�

�

� �
�

� � � �

�

�

�

p

p

pp

pp

mp

�� ��
� �

� �

�

�
� �

� ��

�

�

�

�

�

��
� ��

�� ���

74

74

74

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

�

�

�


�

�
� 

�


�

�

�

�

�

�

� �
�

�

�

�

�

� �
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

� �

�

� �
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

� �

�

�

�
��

�

� �

�

� �

�

�
�

�

� � �

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

� �� ��� �� � �
� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

� �
� �

� �

�5

3

simile
L.H. always detached, like pizzicato,
but not too sharply—

probably with soft pedal

+( )

+( )

+( )

1. I like this little birchwood (X)

3

4 44 3
4 44 3

4 44 3

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



less vault of

They seem

of the clouding

air.

Blue archa gainst the stillies

i cate trac erLift delbare,

�

�

�

� �

�

���

��

mp

p

mf

mp

�

� ��

�

�
�

� �� ��

�
�

�

�
� ��

�

�
� ���

� �

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����
����

����

��

�

�


�

�



�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

� � �
�
�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

� �

�

�
�
�

�

�

�
�

�

� �

�

�
� �

�
�

� �

�

�

� �

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

��

�
� �

�
�

�

�

�

� � ��� � �� � �� �
� � �� �� � � � � � �� � � � � ���

� � � �� � � � �
�� �� ��� �� �� ��

� � ��� � � �� � � � ���
�� �� � � �� � ����

�

�
�

�
�

�

�

�
� �

� ��

11

espr., legato

13

9

7

4

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



A

cled

and white

zure rock en cir

clust er ing slim

bove an a

some Greek head landday On

cientof an anlike young girls

��

�

� �

�

�
�

�

� �

mp

mp

mp

mp

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�
� ��

� �

��

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����
����

����

�



�

�


�

�
�

 �

�

�

 ��
�

�

�

� �

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�

�� �
� � � � ��

�

�
�

�

�

�

��
�

� �

�

�

�
�

�
�
�

�

�

��

�

�

�
�

�

� �

�

�

�

��

�
�

� �
�

�

�

�

�

�

� � �

�

�
�

�

�
� �

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�� � �� �� � �� � � �� � � � � � ���� �

��� � � � � �� �
� �� �

�� �

� � ��� �� �
� � ���� � � �� � � ��� � � �

�� ���� ��� � �

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�

� �
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

���

��
� �

�

�� �
� �� ��

� �� �

�� �

19

21

R.

17

15

5

� �

�� �

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



8va

R. L. 

yet old,I, not

than the light.rad i ant

scarce lessTheir bod iesbay,

�

�

�

�

��

�
�

�

mp

mp

f

f

mf

mf

� �
�

�

�

�

� �

�
�

�

� �

� �

�

� ��

�

�

�

� ��

�
���

� ��

�

�� � �

� �

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����



�

�

�

�


�
�

�



�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�

�

� ��

�

�

��
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

� �

�

�

�

�
�

�

��

�

� �
�

�

����
�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�

���
� �

�
�

�

�

��

�

��� ���� �� �� ��
� �� � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � � �� �

�� �� ���� �
�� ��� � �� � � � ��

�� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � �� � � � �� �� � � � �

� � � ���� �

�

�

�

�
� �

�

� �

�

�

�

�

� � �

���
�� ��

�� �� �

�� ��

� ��

R.
L. R.

R.
L.

L.

L.
R. 

L.

1 1 5

27

29

soft pedal off

4
L. 2

4

25

23

6

���

� �

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



8va

(8va)

ges

neath

three a

trees Be

We meet,

and man and

I.

rock

thanare old er faras the rocksEv en

thesethaner faram old

�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�

�

� �
��

�

f

f

mf

mf

mf

mf

mfmp

p
p

� � �

��

�
�

�
� �

� �

� �

�� �

�

�

��
�� �

� �

�
� � � ��

� ��

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����
����

����

����

�

�


�

�



�

�



�

�

��

�

��

�

��

�
��
�

�

�� �

�

�
�

� �
�

�

�

��
�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�
��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�

��
�

�

�

�

�
�
�

��

�
��

�

�

�

� �

�
��

�

�

�
�

�

�
�
��

�

�

��
��
�

� �

�

�

�
��
�

��

�
��
�

� ���� � � ���� �
� � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� ��

�� � � ���� � �� � �
�� � � �� ��� �� ��

� � � � � �� � � � � � ���� � � � �� �� � � ��� � �� � � �� � � �� �

�� ��� � � � �

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

� ��� � �

� �� �� � � � �

�� � ��

35

5

37

3 - 5

33

5soft ped.

5

31

7

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



time less

of the

as in their

vis ta

I sur vey,

mood, This

Andsky;

of thebeau tythe age less

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

p

p

p

p

mp

p

� ��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

��

�

�����

��

�

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����
����

����

�

�


�

�



�

�


�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

� � �

�

�

�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�
�

��

��
� �

�

�
�

�
�
�

�

� �

�

�

��

��

�

� �

�

� �
�

�

�

�

��

�

���
�� � �� � ��� �

� �� � � �� � �� � ��
��� �

�� �� �� � � ��� �
� ��� �� � ��

� ��� �� �� � �

�

�

�

�

� ���
�

�

�
�

5

43

45

41

39

8

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



qui et ude.val ley's

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�

pp

p

p

p

p

mp

p

�

�
�

� �

�

�

�

�
�

� �

� �
�

�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�

�

�

� � �

� ��

� ���

��

� ��

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

�



�





�


�

�

�

�

�

��

�

�

�
�

���

�
�

�

��

�

� � � �
��
��

����

��

�

�� ��

��

��

�

�
�

��

�

�

�

�

�� ��

��

��

�

�
�

��

�
�

��

�

��

��

� �

�

� �

�

��

��

� �
�

� ��

�

�� � � � � �� �� � � �� � � � ����

� � � �� ���

�� ��� � �� ��� � � �
� �� ����� � ��� �

�� � ����

�� ��
�� �

3
4

L. L.

2

3

5

1

4

rit...............................

soft ped. off

L.

slower2
4

R.

Rit....

R.

sost. pedal

L.

151

R.
L.

R.

- 3- 3- 3- 35 

53

L.

R.

49

   espr. legato
(damper pedal)

47

9

� �

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



(�� = 44 – 48)

    = 132 – 144

�

� �

�

�

�

�

� �

p

p

p

p

p

�

� �

� �

�� ��

�

� �

� � �

� ��

� � ���

� ��
�� �� ��

38

38

38

38

�
�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�
�



�

�
�




�




�
�
�

����
����

�
�

� �
�

���
������

� �
� ���

����
�

� � � �

����
�

��

� � � �
�

� �

����
�

����

�

�� ���� ��
�� ��� � ��

��� �� � � ��

� � �
���
����

� � � �
�
� �

����
������

� � �

����
������

����
������

����
��

��

�

����
����

� � �

���
������

�

�� �� ���� ���� �� ����
�� �� ���� ��� �� � ��

�

�
�

�
�

��

�
�

2
L.

-3-2

1 53 2

L.

51

1

3

L.

42

13

37 4 3 52 5

also damper pedal, with suggested applications and releases shown thus:
soft pedal

espr.

2 1
3

10

2. Though not a hill be holy (XLIX)

����

� �

� �� ��

���
�� �

��� �

�� �� ��

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

3

can bring

love;

ap proach ing them,

ma gic of my

Yet some times I,

The un ex pect ed

ing grove,ed a ny whis persa cred, nor haunt

no springho ly, andThough not a hill be

�

�

�

�

�
��
� �

�

� �
� �

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�
�

�

�

� �

�

�
� � �

��
� ���
��

�
� �

� � ���
��

�

��� � ��

mp

p

p

�

�

���

��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�


�

�



�

�



�

�

���
����

�

�

�

���
���

�

�
�

�
�

� � �

���
��

�

���
��� ��

��

�� � �

���
���

� �

�

�

�

���
���

�
�

�

�

�

���
��
����

� �

�

�

������
����

� �

���
�
��

����
����

� �

���
���

�

�

�
�

�

����
����

� � �

����
����

�

����� �� �� � ���� ��� �� ��
� ��� � ��� ����� �� ��� � ��� � �

� ���� � �� � ��� � �

���� ����� �� � ���� ���� ����� ��
������ �� ���� �� �� �� ���� �� � ������ ��
�� � �� � ��� � � � �

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�

� �
�

�

R.

31

37

25

simile

R.L.

19

11

�

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

I find these spa cespil lared shrine,of some

por talsI bear To deck thesac ri fice

And though no wreath or

�

�

�
�

�

� � �

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
��
� �

�

�

� �

�
��

��� ��� �

���

� � �

p

p

mp

�

� �

� ��

� ���� �

��

�

� �� � ���

� � ��

� �������

� ��������

�

�������

�������

�������

� ��������

�

�
�

�



�

�



�

�



�
�

�

���

���

�

�

��

��

�

��

�

�

� �

����
����

� ��

���
����

� �

�

� ���

��� �

���

���

�

�

�

��
��

� � �
��
��

�
���
���

�

��

�
� ����

����

���

���
�

��

�

�

���

����

��
���

� �
��
�

� � �� �� � � ��� � � � � ��

�� ���� ���� �� �� ���� ���� ��
�� ������ �� ���� � � ��� �� � ��

���� ���� � �� �
� � �� �

�

���

�

�� ���

�

�

�

�

���

� �

�

�
��
�

� � �

���
� �

55

49

espr.

2 1
23
4

43

12

�� ���� �� �� �

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

the halls ofFar from

as if di vine.

beau ti fulA live andof the lu cent air

�

�

� �

� �

��
� �

�

� ���

� ��

�

� ��
�

� � � ���� �

mp

mf

� �� �

� �

�

�

�

� �

�

� �

� �

� ��� �

�� ��

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������
�������

�������

�������

�������

�������





�

�

�



�
�

�



�

�

��
��
����

� �

����
����

�

��
��
��
����

��
��
����

�

���
����

� �

� ���
��

�

�

���
����

�

�

��� � � ��
����

�
�

�
��

��
���

�

���
����

� � � �

�

� �

����
����

� � � � �

��� � ���

�� � ����� �� � � � ��
���� � � ��

���� ���� � � ���� �� ������ �� ��
�� ���� �� ����� �� �� ��� � ��� �

� � � � ��� �� � �� � �

�

�

�
� �

�

�
�

�

�
�

���

�

�
�

� ���

��

� �� �

R.

L.

2

simile

L.

5
1

5
1

5
2

R.

L.

73

L.espr.

3 21
2 5

67

61

13

��

��

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

in man Starves,

our in fi del i ty

pain as some thing deep

pun ish es

Save with dim

Norform al praise,mands no hymn of

the bluewor ship, sky despan Of

�

� � �

� �

��
�

� �

�

�

�
� � �

� � �

�

�

�
� �

�

� �
��

�����
� ��� � ��

� �� �
� �� � �

�� � � �

mf

fp

mp

mp

mf

mf

��
�

�

�
�

� �� �

� ��

� � ��

� �

�

� �

� ��

�

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������

�������
�������

�������

�������

�

�


�

�





�

�



�

�

�

���
����

� � �

� �

���
��

� �

�
��

�

�

��

���
����

��

�

�

���
���

� � �

�
�

��

����
����

�

����
����

� � �

����
����

���
����

� �

�

�

����
���

��

��
��

�

��

�

�� ���� � � ��� ���� ������ � ����� ��
��� �� ��� �� ���� ���� �� � �� ��� � ��� �

� �� � � � ���
� �� �� ������ �� ���� � �� ��� � � ��

�� � �� ��� � � � ��� � � � ��� �� �� � ���
��� � � � �� �� � �

�

�

�

�

���

�

������

��� �� �
��

��

�

�

91

97 rit.

rit.

85

1
2

79

14

��

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

thanmore com plete

he.cy cles more com plete than- -ship with-

from his tranif he seek not Kinsient days

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��
�� � ���

�

�
��

�
� ���
��

� ��
� � �� �� ��� �

mf

mf

f

f

f

f

f

f

� � ��

��

� �

��

��

�� �

� �

� ���

�

� �

� �

� �� � � � � �

� �� � � � � �

�������

�

�

�

�

�������

� �� � � � � ��������

�������

�������

�������



�

�

�



�

�



�

�

�

�

� ���� ���� ���

��

���

��
��

�

�

���

��
��

�

�

�

����
����
��

�

��
��

�
� � �

�

���

����

� � � �

�

� �

����
������

� �

�� �� ����� ��� � ��� � � � �� � ���� � �� � �
�

��
��

�

���

����

� �

�

�

����
�

�� �� �� � ���

�� ���� �� ��� � ���� ��

� �

� � � ����
�� � � ������� � �� � �� ��� ��� �� ���

��
����

� �� � �� ��� ���

�

�

�

�

� �� �� �
�

�����

������

�����

rit.

rit.

soft ped.

4
1 5

3
1

2

3
- -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2

rit.
L. L.

3
1

115

rit.

soft ped. off

109

R.

L. L.

1

103

15

��� ������

����

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



3

didi vine,beau ti ful,

a live,he.

thanhe,

�
� �

� �

�

�

� �

�
�

��

�

� �

��

mf

mp

mp

p

p

��

� �
���

�

� �
�� � �

� �
� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�



�

�



�

�


�

�

��� �

���

����

�

�

� �

��� � �� ��

� �

��

���

����

�

��

�

�

���

������

�

���� � ��� �

���� ������

��
�

� �

���
��

����

� � ����
��

����

����

��

����

�� ���� � ��� � ����� �� � �� ��
���� ���

�� � ��� ���� �������� ����� ����
���� �� ���� ���� � ��� �� �� � � �� ��� ��

���� �����

�

� �

�

�

�

��

�

�

1 3

R.

L.

2
2 1

L.

133

L.

35

127

similesoft ped.

L.

L.espr.

121

16

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



rit.
rit.

L.

3

love.

of

- gicma -vine

��
�

�

�

�
�
�

��

� ��

� ���
� �� �
���

� �

pp

pp

p

p

f

mf

f

mp

f

f

�

�

�

��

� �� �

� � �� � �

� � �

� � �� �

� ��

� �� �

� �
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�





�



�



�

�

�



�

�

�
��

�
��

��
����

������

����

������
����

������

����

������
����

�� � �
� �

�

�
�� ��

��
���� ��

��

����

��������

�

������

��������

��

���
������

��
���

��

�
����

����

� �
��

��

������

����

� � � ���� �
� �� ���� � � ���� ����� � � �� �� �

�� ��

�� � � �� ����� � � � � ��� ��� �� ���� ��
�� � � � �� ������� ���� � � �� � ���� ��� � �

���� � �� ��� �

�
�
��� ��

���

�

��

� ���
��

��

R.2

5

3

5

1
rit.

R.

L.
1

4 3 5

3

2

4

3
1

4

soft pedal

rit.

soft ped. off

2

4

1

3

3
5

151

5 5broaden
1 3 22L. 2 1 31

R. R. 1

1L. 2 2

13 2 4 2 3 1 2 12
rit..................

rit.

2

145

R.

L.

-    

139

17

���� ����� �� �

� �
��� �

� �

This edition vetted by the author (2013) and uploaded under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License 
with the express permission of the Estate of David F. Geppert, Steven Geppert, Personal Representative.



sostenuto pedal, along with silent re-depressing
of keys for longer note values, in order to best
reconcile harmonic sonority with melodic clarity.
A few such suggestions are further indicated.
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