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Performance Notes
This is a dorian mode, high-energy piece that depicts the perpetual motion 
of spring.  This piece makes reference to birds, life, and dance.  At rehearsal 
H, the score calls for a Bombo de Guerrero, a type of bass drum with a 
skin head common in many south american folk musics.  If one is not 
available, a concert bass drum may be substituted so long as careful attention
is given not to overwhelm the choir.  Also note that the key signatures reflects 
the dorian mode and not the normal pitch center.

Ranges:

SI: E4-A5 
SII: Bb3-G5 
A: F3-D5 

Canção de Primavera

Primavera cruza o rio
Cruza o sonho que tu sonhas.
Na cidade adormecida
Primavera vem chegando.

Catavento enloqueceu,
Ficou girando, girando.
Em torno do catavento
Dancemos todos em bando.

Dancemos todos em bando.
Amadas, Mortos, Amigos,
Dancemos todos até

Não mais saber-se o motivo...
Até que as paineiras tenham
Por sobre os muros florido!

-Mario Quintana

About the composer
Edgar Girtain (b. 1988) is a native of the New Jersey Pine Barrens. He
began composing orchestral music at age twelve but did not receive any formal
instruction until he attended Ithaca College in 2006, where he studied 
composition with Dana Wilson, and briefly with Jennifer Higdon.  As a
Trombone player, early advocates of his music came mainly from the brass
world; John Rojak was especially helpful.  In 2012-13 Edgar lived in Llifén,
Chile, where he taught public school English and developed an interest in the
folk music and dance of the region.  In 2014 he returned to New Jersey to
complete his M.A. in composition, where he studied with Charles Fussell, 
Tarik O'Regan, Bob Aldridge, and briefly with Steve Mackey at Princeton.  He
currently lives in New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Visit www.edgarfgirtainiv.com
to listen to a recording, see the IPA,

and to download the Violin, Cello, and Piano parts

Song of Spring

Spring passes over the river
Passes through the dream you are dreaming.
In the slumbering city
Springtime is coming.

The weathercock has gone mad
Has gone turning, turning
And around the weathercock
All of us dance in a flock.

All of us dance, we dance
The Beloved, the Dead, the Friends,
All of us dance until
The purpose cannot be recalled...

Until the floss silk trees have
Blossomed over the ramparts.

-Translation by Jan Reinhart

About the poet
Mário de Miranda Quintana (1906-1994) was a Brazilian poet born in 
Alegrete, Rio Grande do Sul.  He received his early education in his
home town and in 1919 moved to Porto Alegre where he lived for the
rest of his life and worked as a journalist.  Mario Quintana never married
nor had children.  Lonely, he lived most of his life in hotels.  He was 
considered the "poet of simple things" with a style marked by irony, by
depth, by technical perfection.  The main themes of his poetry include
death, lost childhood, and time.  He also translated over one hundred and
thirty works of world literature, including In Search of Lost Time by Marcel
Proust, Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, and Words in Blood, by Giovanni
Papini.
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