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Polychord sequences 
By S.Ansons October 2018 

 
Editor’s notes: Polychords are common in modern Jazz and refer to a chord built by putting a 
triad over a tritone. The root is frequently missing or played by the bass, thus polychords are 
considered rootless. One interesting feature of a Polychord is to blurr the tonality by creating  
tension and energy which need to be relaxed. This leads to interesting developments of the 
music. The purpose of this study is to provide practical examples of developments generated 
by polychords. The chords in the sequences are named by their numeral position in the scale.  
I  = 1st scale’s note, II = 2nd scales’note etc… This is useful when transposing the examples 
into different  keys. The player is encouraged to explore by his own the possibilities of  
polychords. 
 
Saint Pierre Les Nemours  2018, October 06. 
 
S.Ansons  
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Polychord Sequence #IVm/I7 => IIMaj7
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Polychord sequences  bIIIm/I7 (I=>IV)
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17

   

3
Em/C F7

 
     

3

    

3
B7 Em7

 


 
 

3


    

3
A11 D13

 

 

   




 
G7 Fm11

 

 











21

  
B79 Em7


 

 

 

F7 Bm7


   

 


   

E75 AMaj7










 



Gm11 C 7sus4












  
Bm9

 











FMaj7










26

 
E9 E75

 

 
   

           

3

A6




   

      

3

 



loco

2



bIIIm/I7   IV7   bVII7   bIIIm7   bVI11   bII13   bV7   IVm11  bVII7b9  bIIIm7  IV7
 
bVIIm7  bIII#5  bVIMaj7  Vm11  I7sus4  IVMaj7  bVIIm9 bIII9  bIII#5 bVI6



(bIIIm/I7 => bVI6)







29



Em/C B7/D

 
 

 
  

   

EMaj7 Am6/E

 
 




     

Dm75 G7

 
  

  

Cm7 Dm7

  

  





33

   
  

G7 Cm7

 
   


   

   
3 3

Fm7 B 7sus4 B7





  


 

Em7 Am7 Am75

 





 





36

 
     

D79 D 75






 

        
GMaj7






  
  

3
3


  

 

CMaj7 Fm11

 



 

 





40

  

B7 EMaj7,9


 




  

   
3

           
3

3






  

3




 



3

(bIIIm/I7 => IIIMaj7)
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Polychord sequence IIIm/I7 => II



Moderate IIIm/I7   VII7/II      III/II    I9          IV7                             IIMaj7

IIIMaj7        II7#11        Vm7       III/I7         VII/II   Im75       VIIMaj7  VIm75 

VI7                           II9                 IMaj7,9

IIm7         V7              VMaj7               VI6                 II6                           








 
     







 
    

 

 
 










  
 







 







 


 












 


 




  



 




 


      








 















 









                  



       

 



     


 

  











   

 


   


 
            



 



   






















   


  




       


  



  
     

 




   


 

 
 

















      







  



  




 





   














  














   

  















    
 



    


         
 

     








 





















   


   







  

  

 










  





 











   


  







Polychord Sequence V/I7  => IV



V/I7  IIIm6   IVm11VII7  III7     IV7/III     VIIm7             III7    #5  VIIMaj7          

IIm75   II7#11        I7      I79       IVmM  I7/V    IVm/VI  VIIm7   III7    VIMaj/III

IIMaj7    Vm115                                                                        I

IV        Vm       IV/III   VIIMaj7           IV        Vm7   I7add4 7












    


   


  



  
    

 

 




   


 

 
 




      







  
















  




 





  














 

















 

  
















   

 



    


         
 

     








  

























   


   







  

  

 










  





 




















   


  




       


  



  
    

 

 





  


 

 
 





















      







  



  




 





















 














   

 
















   

 



    


         


 

     









  





















   


    







  

  

 










  





 











    

     





  




           



















 















    


 



    

 


      

  







    


 












  
















  

 


  


 




 





 


  



 
  






      













     

 
     


  





 



 



 


   
  











 
     






 




   

 
 

 


 


    







  



       


 


 


 

Polychord sequence V/I7
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Polychord sequences bVIIm/I7 (I=>bVII)

92/mn

(bVIIm/I7   bIIIm   bVIm9  bII7 bV9  Imadd4  IV7sus4   bVIIMaj7)
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VIIm/I7 =>II (IVm)
VIIm   IV7/VI  VIIm/VI  III7  VIsus4  II  VIIm  IV7  VIIm7 III13  VI7  IIm75  
  I7                                                                 I7 

II7#5  I79  IVm9   

92/mn







15


 


   














   
      










   
     









18 



   

 
 

 

 

    










    





 


  





21 


  



  






  


  







    

 



  





24




    


 

 

 


 

 






 
 



  

    
 




    

  
















28

  

 







 




  




       









 
   










 

2







32


 


   

















   
      







 
   

    










35 



   

 
 

 

 

    









    






 



  




  



  







39 

  



  










    


 






  




    


 

 

 





42 
  


 







    



  

     



    

 

 







 

 











46


 


 





  


 


 





3












 

   



 




 








 






 

    

 















 


    


   


    


    







  





  





 







 

















    







    






    

 

   
 

 

    

 







 



























    





  

 








 




VIIm/I7 Polychord Sequence 
    Marche funèbre



Bm7/C7             F7/A             Am6      Ao      G7     AMaj7

 A7#11  D79   GMaj7             Cadd2/G         GMaj7               Cadd2
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Polychord sequences II/I7 (I=>VI)
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(I=>IV)
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Polychord sequence VI/I7=>IV

VI/I7 IIm7 bII7#11 Im7 IV7b9 bVIIMaj7 bIII13 IIm7
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VI/I7 IIm7 IIo7 V9 Vm7 I7b9 IVMaj7,9 IVMaj7,#11
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