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Sonnet of Haiku: “To Night” 
 
I. 
 Night of black water,  
 Make your song of deep silence; 
 Drown me in stillness. 
 
II. 
 Light above lagoon: 

5  As if taken by a wind! 
 Love must be as this. 
 
III. 
 O thousand voices! 
 Steep shallow pools in your croaks; 
 Little frog, leap now. 
 
IV. 

10  Crashes, far distance: 
 An island hovers, alone 
 On shadowy sea. 
 
V. 
 A movement, wings wave; 
 Gulls on waves alight, now sleep,  

15  In dreams see ocean. 
 
VI. 
 Little stairway up! 
 Take me up beyond darkness, 
 Back to home, within. 
 

 
VII. 
 Leaves of brown trees down — 

20  Autumn, cup of wine: the path 
 Over midnight road. 
 
VIII. 
 Gloaming: far shadows; 
 A crooked swing sways, sight fails; 
 Such is loneliness. 
 
CODA 

25  Haiku: “To Night” 
 
 
 

Night of black water, make your song of deep 
Silence; drown me in stillness.  Light above 
Lagoon: as if taken by a wind!  Love 
Must be as this.  O thousand voices! steep 

5 Shallow pools in your croaks; little frog, leap 
Now.  Crashes, far distance: an island hov~ 
~ers, alone on shadowy sea.  A move~ 
~ment, wings wave; gulls on waves alight, now sleep, 
In dreams see ocean.  Little stairway up! 

10 Take me up beyond darkness, back to home, 
Within.  Leaves of brown trees down — autumn, cup 
Of wine: the path over midnight road.  Gloam~ 
~ing: far shadows; a crooked swing sways, sight 
Fails; such is loneliness.  Haiku: “To Night” 

 
Santa Barbara: September 23, 2000 
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