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Preface

Christoph Graupner (1683-1760) was employed at the court of Count Ernst Ludwig of 
Hessen-Darmstadt as the court chapel master.  He served at the court from 1709 to 1754, 
became blind in 1754 and died six years later.  He was a prolific composer.  A catalog of his 
works lists 113 sinfonias, 85 ouvertures (suites), 44 concertos, 8 operas, 1,418 religious and 24 
secular cantatas, 66 sonatas,  and 40 harpsichord partitas.

After his death there was a long legal battle between his heirs and the rulers of 
Hesse-Darmstadt for possession of his manuscripts.  The final ruling by the court was not 
favorable to Graupner’s heirs. The estate was seized by the Landgrave, and the heirs denied 
access to it.  Fortunately the music survived, and is now housed in the Hessische Universitäts- 
und Landesbibliothek in Darmstadt.

A student of Kuhnau and a respected contemporary of Bach, Telemann, and Händel, Graupner 
was recognized during his life as an exceptional composer.  His reputation, unfortunately, 
became obscured after his death.  The seizure of his manuscripts, and changing musical styles 
contributed to this lack of interest.  Unlike some of his contemporaries—Bach in particular—he 
had few pupils to promote his work. 

The Hessische Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek generously supplied a copy of the 
manuscript of the “Concerto for Two Flutes and String Orchestra in D Major” (identified as 
BRD DS Mus.ms 411/15 in the library’s archives).  This copy was  used for preparation of a 
performing edition using Finale software.  Janos Csaba directed Sinfonia Ottawa in a public 
performance of the concerto on August 28, 2007.

Peggy Atherton
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