
Quintöt 

Peter Dyson 
2003

Full Score

Concerto for Quinton and Strings



2

Concerto for Quinton and Strings

Programme Note:

This is a re-scoring of a piece for 5 Quintons, (a concerto 
for the Third Quinton), arranged for solo quinton (or viola) 
and strings in order to make it more widely accessible. It 
retains the denser compacted sound of five equal instruments.

Alexander Rabinovich is a maker of fine violins and violas. 
The Quinton is his re-discovery: a viola with an extra 5th top 
E string. His instruments have a rich tone, particularly on the lower 
strings and so this piece for five Quintons seeks to explore 
that rich tone. 

Five instruments; five movements; a Quintet for Quintons; 
"Quintöt"  because the "Ö" is the symbol  the St Petersburg 
International Early Music Festival, whose artistic director is 
Andre Reshetin. He plays a Rabinovich. His style of playing is 
very specific, aurally and visually exciting. This piece was 
written with this style of playing in mind though it is by no 
means a piece of early music. For the 6th Early Music Festival 
I transcribed Paisiello's Opera "I Filosofi Immaginari" from a 
manuscript copy of the score. The orchestral parts are seldom 
more than an accompaniment to the vocal lines, and in this 
piece too, the other instruments merely provide a supportive 
harmonic structure for the solo line.

Peter Dyson
December 2003 
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