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PREFACE.

ST POLYCARP comes first before us, in the History of the Church, as the venerable Bishop
of Smyrna. Irenaus, who was his disciple, does indeed tell us that he had held converse
with the Apostles, and with those who had enjoyed the much coveted privilege of seeing the Lord:
but of his birthplace, his family, his country, we know nothing whatever. There is a tradition
that he was appointed Bishop of Smyrna by St. John himself; and we know that he watched
over the see intrusted to him for many years, fulfilling, as the affectionate testimony of Irenzeus

shows, all the functions of his office faithfully, and at the last bravely following his blessed Master
even to the death.

Though it is only a probability that the words spoken by our Lord, through St. John, to the
“ Angel of the Church at Smyrna,” were addressed to St. Polycarp, yet, as it is not unlikely, and as
the words are most suitable, we have ventured to use them as an Introduction to the Oratorio. If
it is necessary to apologise for putting them into the mouth of an Angel, we may say that as in the
Martyrium S. Polycarpi (from which the words are chiefly taken) mention is made of an Angel

comforting the aged Bishop before his trial, we have taken the liberty of introducing Angelic voices
both here and in the Trio near the end.

The letter on St. Polycarp’s Martyrdom is to be found in the Patres Apostolici, and (for the most
part) in Eusebius. Its authority, and truth, as a whole, are generally credited : though there may

have been some few interpolations—and though some of its statements may seem to savour of
credulity and the love of the marvellous.

It was a circular letter written by the Church of Smyrna, especially addressed to the
Philomelians, and then to all the Churches of God in the world. As this letter has throughout
been carefully followed, it may conduce to the better understanding of the Oratorio if we briefly run
through it, and point out our authority for the words we have used.

On the breaking out of the Persecution at Smyrna, the Bishop at first remained quietly in the
city ; but after a while, yielding to the persuasions of his friends, he removed thence, and betook
himself to a country place, at no great distance, where he continued with a few companions.
Finding himself still followed by his enemies, he sought another refuge. But even then he was
not secure: for they caught two of his servants, one of whom, under torture, confessed the hiding-
place of his master. Hereupon they sent soldiers at supper time to take him. And it is at this
moment that ws have supposzd the introductory Choral to be sung. The alarm was given, and
the Bishop might yet have escaped ; but he chose rather to stay and abide the will of God. Then
he met the soldiers, and begged them to eat and drink at his table, and to give him the space of
an hour for prayer to God. This ended, they set him on an ass, and led him into the city. And
as he went, the people were moved, and so much stir was made in the Theatre, that no one could be
heard. But as he entered, a voice from heaven, the story continues, was heard comforting him—
““ Be strong, and quit thee as a man!” The Proconsul was sitting in judgment, and tried to
persuade him to reverence his own grey hairs, and to recant. ¢ Swear,” he urged him, ¢ by Casar’s
fortunes, and I will release thee—Curse the Christ!” Then it was that Polycarp made the famous
reply, ¢ Eighty and six years have I served Him, nor has He ever done me any wrong—How can I
curse my King, my Saviour?” The Proconsul seems to have been struck by his dignity, and to
have done all in his power to save him, first by persuasion, then by threats ; but the old man stood
firm, and all the more confessed himself a Christian. Therefore he was condemned to be burned ;
and the crowd, when they heard the proclamation, shouted for joy, and cried out, *“ He is the teacher
of impiety; the father of Christians; the overthrower of our gods, who teaches many necither to
sacrifice to nor to worship them.” Placed at the pile, he begged them not to nail him to the stake,
and they consented, and only bound him to it. Then he lifted up his eyes, and gave utterance to
that magnificent prayer, a portion of which has been adopted into the Communion Service.

After this, the pile was lighted, but the fire did not touch the Martyr’s person, and he remained
unburnt in the midst of the flame: at last some of the bystanders bade the executioner kill him with
his dagger : and so his soul found rest.

The Amphitheatre in which he suffered is still standing, and men point out the spot where it is
said his body was buried.

The scene of the Oratorio is first laid at the retreat of St. Polycarp, in the neighbourhood of
Smyrna; and afterwards changes to the Amphitheatre.






THE MARTYRDOM

OF ST. POLYCARP.

The retreat of St. Polycarp in the neighbourhood
of Smyrna.

OVERTURE.

RECITATIVE (Contralto).—THE ANGEL.

These things saith the First and the Last,
which was dead and is alive: I know thy works
and tribulation and poverty, but thou art rich.

—Rev. ii. 8, g.

AIR.

Fear none of those things which thou shall
suffer. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of Life.—Rev. ii, 10.

CHORAL (supposed to be sung by the Christians
in the fields).

FIRST SEMI-CHORUS.

O! Father, hear! Thy children cry:
Thou triest us: the foes are nigh !

Give strength to those who fear Thy name;
Let steadfast hearts Thy praise proclaim ;
Tho’ foes may threaten sword or fire,

Tho’ Thou a Martyr’s blood require :

SECOND SEMI-CHORUS.

What Thou hast given we resign:

Our life, our hopes, our souls are Thine !
We hold them but as lent by Thee,

The servants of Thy will to be :

Through Thee, we heed nor joy nor pain :
To live is Christ, to die is gain:

FULL CHORUS (Eight voices).

Abiding in the lonely field,

Thy mighty arm alone our shield,

We wait Thy will : if life be ours,

Oh! guide us through its trying hours :
If martyrdom our lot must be,

Let death be lost in victory,

CHORUS OF CHRISTIANS.

My father! we are discovered ; lo! the bands
of the heathen approach to pollute the sanctuary
of God, and to take thee away from thy children.

MARCH OF THE HEATHEN.

RECITATIVE (Bass).—STt. PoLyCARP.

What would ye with an old and life-worn man ?
I fear you not, do with me as ye will :
Ye can do naught! the will of God be done!!

AIR.

Yet let me pray for a short space, my friends :
The while ye feast upon my homely cheer,

I grudge ye nought—may He your sins forgive !
I blame you not—the will of God be done !

Scene changes to the Amphitheatre at Smyrna.

RECITATIVE (Tenor).

A BYSTANDER.

Behold! the Christians appear, and the people
are enraged at the sight of them ; they cry
furiously to one another, and encourage them-
selves in mischief. Hark to them !

CHORUS OF PAGANS.

Destroy the foes of the gods. No longer shall
they escape us. Down with the foes of the
gods! their chief shall die.

RECITATIVE (Contralto).

Tue ANGEL.

Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, before
whom I serve : Be strong, Polycarp, and quit
thee as a man.



vi THE MARTYRDOM
DUET (Tenor and Bass).
Tue ProconsuL AND St1. POLYCARP.

ProconsuL.

Swear by Cesar’s fortunes: curse the Nazarene.

PovrvcaARrp.

I cannot swear ; I am a Christian.

ProconsuL.

I will let thee go if thou wilt curse the Nazarene.

Porycarp.

Eighty and six years have I served the Christ,
nor did He ever do me wrong. How can I curse
my King? How can I revile my Redeemer?

Proconsur.

I can set lions upon thee, if thou wilt not turn.

Povrvcarp.

I cannot turn from the better to the worse: I
am a Christian,

PRrROCONSUL.

If thou fearest not the lions, thou shalt be
burned with fire.

PoLvcarp.

Thy fire is for a moment, and soon is quenched.
Thou dost not wot of a fire that never shall be
quenched, that burns for ever and ever. Do that
thou wilt !

RECITATIVE (Tenor).

TuE ProcoNsUL.

Ye heralds, do your duty. Proclaim Polycarp
a Christian !

CHORAL RECITATIVE,

Tue HErRALDs.

Polycarp confesses himself a Christian !

OF ST. POLYCARP.,

DOUBLE CHORUS OF CHRISTIANS
AND PAGANS.

PacaNs.

He taught impiety ; he is the father of
Christians ; he taught them not to sacrifice,
nor to worship the gods!

CHRISTIANS.

He taught us piety; he is indeed our father;
he hath overthrown their gods; he hath exalted
the Christ.

AIR (Bass).—STt. PoLycarP.

O Lord God Almighty ! God of Angels and of
Power ! and of all the just who live before Thee!
I bless Thee for that Thou hast thought me
worthy of this day and hour: that I should take
part in the number of Thy Martyrs, in the cup
of Thy Christ: for the Resurrection unto Life
Eternal, that I might be received before Thee
this day, a sacrifice well pleasing in Thy sight.
Wherefore for all these things I praise Thee,
I bless Thee, I glorify Thee, with Thy eternal
well-beloved Son: to whom, with Thee and with
the Holy Ghost, be glory, now and evermore.

RECITATIVE (Tenror).—THE ProconsuL.

Away with him to the flames! It is not fit
that he should live !

CHORUS OF PAGANS.

Away with him to the flames!

SYMPHONY.
TRIO (Trebles).—THREE ANGELS,

In the sight of the unwise he seemed to die,
and his departure is taken for misery : but he is
at peace.—Wisd. iii. 2, 3.

CHORUS OF CHRISTIANS.

He is at peace! Therefore we praise Thee;
therefore we bless Thee, we glorify Thee, O
Father! To whom with Thy Eternal Son, and
with the Holy Ghost, be glory and thanks for
evermore.

DOUBLE CHORUS.
Amen.
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THESE THINGS SAITH THE FIRST AND THE LAST.

THE ANGEL. CONTRALTO.
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12 N° 5. cHORALE. O FATHER HEAR.

Supposed to be sung by the. Christians in the fields.
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NOVELLO, EWER & CO 'S

CIRCULATING MUSIC LIBRl\RY

1, BERNERS STREET, W.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. -
CLASS - - ONE GUINEA - - PER ANNUM.

A
CLASS E} - - TWO GUINEAS - -  PER ANNUM.

CLASS Six Months, £1 5s.; Three Months, 15s.;
One Month, 8s.; One Week, 8s.

CLASS C| _ _ THREE GUINEAS - PER AN
CLASS F} Six Months, £1 15s.; Three Months, £1 ls. NUM.
One Month, 12s. 6d.; One Week, 5s.

CLASS D}

class ¢} - - FIVE GUINEAS - - PER ANNUM.

Subscriptions received by all Musicsellers in town or country.

. TOWN.

CLASS A—Entitles the Subscriber to receive Six Pianoforte Piecez or Songs (ordinary
sheet music), which may be exchanged once a week,

CLASS B—Entitles the Subscriber to receive Twelve Pieces (one copy f each), including
Volumes or Collections of Music, each volume counting as tliree pieces. May
be exchanged once a week. On the completion of €ach subscription in this Class,
Annual Subscribers are entitled to receive Music of the value of Half-a-Guinea
(half-price) without further charge.

CLASS C—Entitles the Subscriber to receive Eighteen Pieces (one copy of each), or a
proportionate number of Volumes, which MAY BE EXCHANGED DAILY. On
the completion of each subscription in this Class, Annual Subscribers are entitled
to receive Music of the value of Half-a-Guinea (half-price) without further
charge.

CLASS D—Entitles the Subscriber to the same privileges as Class C, including the
right of borrowing a sufficient number of INSTRUMENTAL PARTS for the
use of a SMALL ORCHESTRA.

*.* The Special attention of Conductors and Secretaries of Musical Soc1et1es
is called to this subscription.

COUNTRY.

CLASS E—Entitles the Subscriber to receive Twenty Pieces (one copy of each),
including Volumes or Collections of Music, each volume counting as three pieces.
May be exchanged twice a month, On the completxon of each subscription in this
Class, Annual Subscribers are entitled to receive Music of the value of Half-a-
Guinea (half-price) without further charge.

CLASS F—Entitles the Subscriber to Thirty Pieces (one copy of each), or a proportionate
number of Volumes, which MAY BE EXCAANGED DAILY, or as often as required. On
the completion of each subscription in this Class, Annual Subscribers are
entitled to receive Music of the value of Half-a-Guinea (half-price) thhout further
charge.

‘CLLASS G—Entitles the Subscriber to the same privileges as Class F, including the right
of borrowing a sufficient number of INSTRUMENTAL PARTS for the use of &
SMALL ORCHESTRA.

* *FOR STILL LARGER QUANTITIES OF MUSIC, SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTIONS CAN BE ARRANGED.




LIFE Oor MOZART

OTTO JAHN

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN BY
PAULINE D. TOWNSEND
Thyee Volumes, Cloth,

With Five Portraits, and Preface by George Grove, D.C.L. Price £1 118. 6d.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
_.*.__
THE TIMES.

“Mr. Grove, in his brief and able preface, calls the publication in an English dress of Otto Jahn’s famous
biography of Mozart ‘an event in our musical history,” and his statement cannot be considered an exaggeration. . . .
The English public is to be congratulated upon a translation of his monumental effort which may without exaggeration
be called excellent. -Miss Townsend has done her work with skill and conscientiousness, and we doubt whether a
much more careful comparison with the original than we have thought it necessary to undertake would discover many,

or any, serious blunders.”
DAILY NEWS. .

“ He (Jahn) has made admirable use of Nissen, with his laborious compilation, and of all other authorities, and
he has succeeded in producing a work which is complete without being confusing through excess of detail, and in
which the interest of the narrative is not broken by undue reference to other writers who, treating of the same points,
have treated them differently and often incorrectly. . . . The work has been well translated, and it is prefaced by a
brief but interesting introduction from the pen of Mr. George Grove.”

THE ATHENAUM.

“ It is with great pleasure that we are able to speak in terms of the highest praise. of the manner in which
Miss Townsend has acquitted herself of the by no means easy task of translation. In so voluminous a work as the
present it is almost inevitable that a few slips should be fouad; but those we have noted are not only extremely rare,
but mostly of slight importance. . . . We have done inadequate justice in this review to one of the most important
works in the whole domain of musical literature ; our excuse must be the absolute impossibility of dealing fully with
it within reasonable bounds. We conclude by most cordially recommending it to all whe are interested in music,
and need only add that the printing and general appearance of the volumes are worthy alike of their contents and of
the reputation of the firm which publishes them.” .

OHANN SEBASTIAN BAcCH

HIS WORK AND INFLUENCE ON THE MUSIC OF GERMANY, 1685-1730.

PHILIPP SPITTA

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN BY

CLARA BELL AND ]J. A. FULLER-MAITLAND

THREE VOLUMES, PRICE [z 2s.

LONDON & NEW YORK : NOVELLO, EWER & CO.



